
1-22-2012 Annual Meeting 
Ascension Lutheran Church of Navarino 

 
 
 

The meeting was called to order at 11:03 am by President Mark Mueller.  Pastor Jon led devotion time with a 
reading from Ecc. 3 and led us in prayer.  Mark thanked Pastor Jon for the great addition that he and Kathy are to 
our family of faith.  He also thanked all congregation members who help our congregation live out the mission that 
God has called us to in this community. 
 
The 2011 Annual Meeting minutes were read by Secretary Darrel Klemp and were approved on a motion by Carol 
Kloes/Shelly Klemp. 
 
Committee reports were approved as printed on a motion by Arnie Kloes/Kay Fuerst.  Sue Schuelke thanked Darrel 
Klemp for his work resolving the well water contamination that was found in 2011. 
 
The Treasurer’s/Finance Report was presented by Rita Olson and Mark Mueller.  There were a few questions and 
clarification provided regarding “pass through” income and expenses.  These are situations where money is 
donated for a specific purpose, deposited and then paid out for that purpose.  Examples of these types of 
situations include funeral meals and mission trip expenses.   For 2011, these funds show primarily in the 
miscellaneous giving and miscellaneous expense categories.  Rita Olson, our treasurer, shared that new budget 
categories were created specifically for these types of expenses for 2012.  The 2011 Treasurer’s report was 
approved as printed on a motion by Sue Schuelke/Arnie Kloes. 
 
New Business 
The council terms for John Wudtke and Rita Olson are up this year.  The council has stated a desire to start a 
mentoring program for new incoming council members.  Rita expressed a desire to stay on as Finance Committee 
chair, but would like to step down from council.  John Wudtke was unable to attend the meeting, but has 
expressed his willingness to accept nomination for another term.  From the floor, a nomination of Dennis Fuerst 
was offered by Pastor Jon and Arnie Kloes.  Dennis accepted the nomination.  There were no other nominations 
from the floor.  Nominations were closed on a motion by Jim Mueller/ Toni Klemp.  Arnie Kloes moved that the 
secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the two nominees; this was seconded by Carol Kloes and passed. 
 
Mark asked for volunteers for the nominating committee for next year.  Rita Olson, Darrel Klemp, Arnie Kloes and 
Kay Fuerst volunteered. 
 
Ken Podell, Finance Chair, was unable to be present for today's meeting.  The council, led by Mark Mueller 
presented the 2012 budget as printed in his absence.  Bonnie Weyers asked for clarification regarding the Thrivent 
Choice dollars that came to the congregation in 2011.  Rita explained that these funds were put in the 
miscellaneous giving income category, and also shared that there is an effort in the 2012 budget to more 
specifically label these funds.  The Rally Sunday sandwich and ice cream meal was put on and paid for by the youth 
this past year; this had been specifically been a project for the Thrivent branch in the past.  Dave Rohrer inquired 
about the budgeted expenses being above anticipated giving for 2012 and asked if we have reserves in the event 
that giving would fall below expenses.  Mark Mueller indicated that we did have reserves for such a situation for 
this year, and also shared that during this period of growth for our congregation, this may be necessary.  Darrel 
Klemp confirmed that this was discussed by the council and that the submitted budget amounts were felt 
necessary to continue the effective ministry of Ascension.   
 
Multiple members expressed a desire to continue funding WRVM Radio and noticed it was not in the benevolence 
list for 2012.  The finance committee had asked for possible benevolence recipients for 2012 and the current list 
was composed of the suggestions offered.  After discussion, a motion from Jane Shulze/Toni Klemp was made to 
leave the 2012 benevolence as proposed. The congregation administrator, Ruthann Meiers shared that December 
2011 benevolence funds were designated for missions, but no specific recipient was listed.  Laurie 



Anderson/Christy Morris moved that the December 2011 benevolence funds be carried over and disbursed to local 
missions. Motion passed. 
 
The 2012 budget was approved as amended above on a motion from Toni Klemp/Sherman Pues. 
 
Darrel, Mark and Pastor Jon shared information regarding ratifying the ecumenical partnership between the NALC 
and the Ethiopian Mekane Yesus Church.  Information was printed previously and was available for a number of 
weeks preceding our meeting today.  There was discussion regarding the meaning of ‘full communion’.  Darrel 
shared information from an NALC document to clarify what this means. We voted to ratify this partnership on a 
motion from Christy Morris/Julie Wilber after Arnie Kloes called for the vote. 
 
We also voted to ratify the changes to the Provisional North American Lutheran Church (NALC) constitution on a 
motion by Arnie Kloes/Laurie Anderson. 
 
Bonnie Weyers and Arnie Kloes volunteered as delegates for the Good Sheherd Home Annual Meeting.  They were 
appointed by the President and may be accompanied by previous delegates Betty Hillsberg and Alice Mueller if 
they would like to attend again. 
 
In other business, Mark and Darrel gave a brief report regarding the status of Ascension’s new constitution.  
Members who have volunteered today or in the past include: Darrel Klemp, Arnie Kloes, Rita Olson, Laurie 
Anderson, John Wudtke and Pastor Jon.  Others who interested are encouraged to express their desire to 
participate to the council; any are welcome.  Ascension is currently functioning under a continuing resolution 
which inactivates any sections of our old constitution relating to ELCA procedures until our new constitution can be 
written and approved.  The council estimates that the new constitution should be ready for consideration within 
approximately six months. 
 
We also discussed briefly a new storage shed facility, Ascension’s web and Facebook presence, potential 
improvements to the sanctuary, some personal and leadership development tools – helpful for mentoring - which 
are budgeted for in 2012, possibly an Ascension Community Event and a local mission group.  There will be a 
special speaker from Next Step Ministries coming to discuss local mission group possibilities on 2-25-2012. 
 
Discussion was also had regarding a possible fundraising activity serving food at Farm Technology Days near Bear 
Creek on July 18-20, 2012.  Potential volunteers included Joy Daebler, Jean Conradt, Julie Wilber and Jane Shulze.  
Pastor Jon will put out a signup sheet to see if there is enough interest to move forward with this project. 
 
An invitation was extended to all to attend our church council meetings.  Everyone was encouraged to read the 
meeting minutes in the Visitor and ask questions of any council member. 
 
With no further business or discussion, we adjourned on a motion from Arnie Kloes/Laurie Anderson at 
approximately 1:00 pm after Pastor Jon led us in prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Darrel Klemp – Council Secretary 


