
 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH OF NAVARINO 

“Joyfully, we invite and equip all  people  to share Christ’s love”    

The Mission Statement of Ascension Lutheran Church. 

 

Ascension Lutheran Church 

W6106 Navarino Road,  

Shiocton, WI  54170 
 

Church Office:   

(715) 758-8312 

Office hours are: Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday 8 am –12 pm 
 

Church E-Mail:   

Ascensionavarino 

@granitewave.com 
 

Church website:  

www.ascensionavarino.com 
 

 

 

 

 

Interim Pastor 
Marcia Sabin 
715-445-2097 or 715-340-5951 
 
 

Your Church Council 
Darrel Klemp, President       (715) 853-9459 
John Wudtke, Vice-President    (715) 758-6378 
Dennis Fuerst, Treasurer    (920) 446-3841 
Dave Rohrer, Secretary     (715) 823-2875 
Lisa Wollenberg      (920) 525-2024  
Al Meiers      (715) 758-2463 
   

The council usually meets the third Sunday of each month at 8:00 AM. 
You are welcome to attend. 

The “Visitor” 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

4:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

December 

2015 



 

  M A I L B O X        T H A N K  Y O U ’ S    

Dear members of Ascension Lutheran Church, 

 

Blessings of joy this season of Thanksgiving! 

We are grateful for your continued prayers and 

support of our ongoing ministry in Bible 

Translation. 

 

  Marshal-thanks for successful surgery on plantar 

fasciitis/nerve infringement on his left foot. Pray for re-

covery form surgery this month on the right foot for 

same problem. He rejoices in the excellent turnout for 

the annual Day of Prayer and all those who helped with 

committees prior to the day. 

 Vanice– thanking God for her cataract surgery (one eye 

this month) and the other eye next month. Her vision has 

been bothering her for some time and we are grateful for 

Dr. Lee and his excellent staff. Since her work requires 

much computer time, her vision will be much improved. 

 Cory-continues to serve in the Human Resources De-

partment at Klein Tools in Mansfield, Texas. He lover to 

cook and often times we benefit from this new “recipes.” 

 Kara-was recently hospitalized for a kidney stone. She 

works for an international company which does invento-

ry at various contracted stores in the Metroplex.  

 Chris-continues to be a die-hard Packer fan. He sports 

his colors on game day! He works for a local day care 

and is responsible or pick-up/delivery of students to area 

elementary schools, classroom activities, etc. He loves 

his job and his students. 

 

Currently there are 22 Bible Translations in process with 

LBT including 50 Scripture engagement programs and 4 lan-

guage programs. The impact this has is felt by 7 million peo-

ple who now have access to completed Scriptures make up 

61 language groups in 15 countries. In September 2015 Lu-

theran Bible Translators relocated to Concordia, Missouri. 

They are situated on the campus of St. Paul Lutheran High 

School. It was great to see several colleagues attending the 

Bible Translation conference hosting 450 participants form 

70 different organizations working in many countries around 

the world. 

Over the years we have been blessing by your partnership 

and upheld with your prayers. Marshall’s role as Chaplain 

involves visiting the sick, those undergoing surgery and min-

istering to the bereaved. Pray for strength and wisdom to 

face what God brings in his daily role. 

May this season of thanks be one of blessing and joy to you 

and yours.  Entering the Advent Season may our hearts be 

pared to welcome the Christ Child. 

 

With joy-filled and thankful hearts, 

 

Marshall and Vance Shultz 
 

 All of us at the Fox Valley Warming 
Shelter would like to thank you for 

your recent gift. We are so grateful for 
contributors who help us provide the 

basic needs of food and shelter to  
people who are homeless. In addition, 

we offer the compassion, guidance and support to 
empower then to become more stable and self-
sufficient. Thank you for making this possible. 

It is only through this generosity of friends like you 
that the Fox Valley Warming Shelter is able to provide 

basic need to individuals in crisis. 
Thank you for your loyalty and continued support. 

 
Sincerely,  

Scott Peeples, Executive Director 

Thank You to the Quilting ladies for 
their hard work the past few months. 
They have made 112 quilts which will 
be donated to area shelters and other 

needed places. 
_________________ 

 
Thank You to Ralph Mueller for leading our 
Deer Hunter Service and to everyone who 

helped put the service on. Also thank you to 
everyone who donated to the offering for 

the Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry. 
_______________ 

 
A special  thank you to the Loaves and Fishes 
Pantry for again generously 
preparing the Thanksgiving 

meal for the November 
Community Dinner. It was 
delicious! Also for helping 

with the clean up afterward.  
___________ 

 
Thanks Stacy Homan for all the paper  

products for our kitchen. We are well sup-
plied with plates, napkins and tablecloths. 

—————— 
 

Thank you to everyone who put  
shoeboxes together for Operation 
Christmas Child. You made a little 
child’s Christmas a little happier. 

______________ 
 

Thank You  
Owen and Sue Poole for your donation of a 

Red Nesco for the kitchen. 

 



 

M E S S A GE  F R O M  T HE  PA S T O R  

A few words from your interim pastor 

We are in the midst of Advent as we prepare for the holy day of Christmas.  My older sis-

ter, Elaine and I had a “theological” debate about which Christian season was more im-

portant.  Elaine chose Easter while I chose Christmas.  Having debated for a while I made 

my final statement.  I said we wouldn’t have Easter without Christmas.  My father was lis-

tening to his two daughters and thoroughly enjoyed the exchange.  Actually we were both 

correct.  We have the “cradle to the cross.”  Salvation is Born! We worship the two most 

holy times of the Christian year separately.  To God there is no time.  God already from the beginning of 

time had his plan for Salvation. 

Mary had given birth to her first born son; Jesus, the Son of Man.  In Luke’s account we hear the proclama-

tion to the simple shepherds who slept with their flock and they smelled like sheep because they were with 

them day and night.  God announced through the angels the good news of the long waited birth of the Mes-

siah and he did so to those who were considered scoundrels in their society. Luke 2:8-11; In that region 

there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the 

Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 

angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 

11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. The shepherds hur-

riedly went to Bethlehem to see the baby child.  The shepherds witnessed what the Lord had revealed to 

them. Luke 2:16-18So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 

17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 

As God’s people let us remember the true meaning of Christmas.  It is not the gifts we give to each other.  

It is the Gift that comes down from heaven.  The baby born in Bethlehem will grow up to save the world.   

Enjoy the season but do not forget the reason we celebrate Christmas. 

        Blessings, Pastor Marcia Sabin ╬   

 

Ascension again will be putting up our Giving Tree the first week of 

December. We are asking for donations for those less fortunate this 

year.  Safe Haven the Domestic Violence Shelter in Shawano  

is requesting the following items: 

 

They are also looking  

for $10 gas cards and gift 

cards to grocery stores, 

fast food restaurants, 

movie theaters, Hair Cut 

& Nail Salons, Family 

Video Store and  

Consignment shops  
 

All items need to be to Church by Sunday December 13th  

so delivery can be made by the 14th. 

Crayola Finger paint sets, Bracelet making kits, Loom kits, 

Craft making kits for boys and girls ages 6-13, DVD’s, Inside 

Out, Jurassic Movie, or any Disney movie, Inside Out Posters, 

Sleds, Fishing Poles/Tackle Box, Nerf footballs, Football Jer-

sey’s for boys sizes 8-14, Brushes, rubber bands, head bands, 

hair clips and combs, Books for teens and young readers such as 

Harry Potter, Craft making books, Twilight books, Hunger 

Games books, Kite Runner, The Fault in Our Stars, Divergent 

Series and The Lightening Thief, Lotions for moms or older 

teens, and warm slippers. 



 

 

from the Church Lady 

Church Chat 

Well I can’t believe the year is almost over.  Where did 2015 go?   The Advent Season 

has started and the church is busy with many activities. Friends and family will be  

getting together and enjoying the Christmas season but let us not forget those less  

fortunate than us. We will again have a giving tree in Church to help SafeHaven  

provide for their residents over the holidays. A list of needed items can be found in this 

newsletter, plus a list will be on table in back of Church.  

For some reason my church computer has been acting up lately. About a month ago 

when I would send an e-mail with a large attachment the computer would continue to 

send and resend the e-mail to the recipients. Thank goodness Heather let me know that 

she had received thirteen copies of the same e-mail and they were continuing to send.  

I was able to delete the file but it required Lisa’s expertise to fix the problem.  Then Rita 

was complaining that I wasn’t getting her e-mail replies.  I would send the e-mail to her 

work at Thrivent and she would receive it but I never got her response. I got to thinking 

about this and remembered that I also had not been getting any e-mails from Thrivent 

Choice for the last six months.  Lisa again came to the rescue.  Apparently Granite 

wave was putting them in my junk mail. Since I use Outlook they never came to my  

e-mail. Lisa had to go to the Granitewave e-mail so fix the problem. My computer  

technology is limited so I am thankful Lisa is willing and able to help me. Well my  

computer problems were still not over. About a week ago Jean Conradt said the  

computer would not print.  I checked a few things out and thought I might be able to 

fix it but to no avail. I could get into some word documents and the e-mail worked but I 

couldn’t even open any publisher documents. I tried to contact Lisa but I know she is 

not always available and I needed to print the bulletin that day. In desperation I  

e-mailed Darrel and Toni for their input into my issue. Darrel called back and said to just 

turn everything off and wait a minute then turn it back on.  Sure enough that did the 

trick.  Sure I should have known that but in my frustration I just didn’t think about it.  I let 

Toni know that Darrel fixed the problem. Imagine my surprise when Toni later told me 

she really questioned how Darrel fixed my computer issues since that is not an area he 

has a lot of expertise. 

Now let’s think about this last issue. Isn’t it a lot like our faith?  Sometimes things don’t go 

right in our life. We are on the wrong path, trying to fix our problems by ourselves but to 

no avail.  Maybe we need to turn to our Savior to help us re-boot our life. To turn off our 

old ways and restart anew. 

 

Merry Christmas everyone and a Happy New Year 

 Bonnie  
  Church Lady 



 

 
 
 

Praise with  
Passion!   

 
Sunday December 13th 

5:00 pm Fellowship followed by  
6:00pm Praise with Passion 

 
(Gathering for informal, spirit-filled praise   

and prayer) 
Please listen for announcements at church  

or call Toni (715-853-9461) to be sure we  
are meeting. 

 

Location:  Ascension Lutheran Church 

The ‘Church on the Corner’ 
3 miles west of Navarino on Hwy 156 

 

C H U R C H  NE W S  

Exercise Group  
 

Meets on Tuesdays and  

Thursdays at 6:30 pm. We will not 

be meeting on Thursdays  

the 24th and 31st. 

We do low impact walking exercises. 

Hall Flooring Project 

The Church Council is currently  

investigating options for new  

flooring in the fellowship hall.   

A fund has been established  

to raise money for this project.   

No action will be taken without  

congregational approval.  

Questions or input can be directed to  

Darrel Klemp. 

Dartball Schedule 
Mondays at 7:30 pm  

For the Month of December 
 

December 7th: 

Ascension @Seymour Lutheran 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Poinsettia's for the altar will again  

be available for purchase at a cost of 

$16.00 each 

You may pick up your flower after the 

7:00pm Christmas Eve service. 

REMINDER 
 

We will be having two 

Christmas Eve  

candlelight services at 

4:00 pm and 7:00pm  

on Thursday,  

December 24th 

Church Wish List 
From time to time the Church runs 
low on various supplies needed to 
maintain our building and office.  

We are currently in need of rolls of 
white paper toweling. 

Christmas Caroling 
 

A group from church will again 

be Christmas caroling this year on 

December 20th after worship. 

Please contact Shelly Klemp for 

more information. 



 

C H U R C H  NE W S  



 

ASSISTING MINISTERS 

 
Decembe6 

2015 
 

 

GUshers 
 

 

Greeters 
 

 

Communion 
Helper 

 
Readers 

 

Money  
Counters 

 

December 6 
9:30 am 

Al Meiers  
Lon Hilliker 

Dave & Sally 
Richter 

Pat Zuiches Dave Klemp Glen Peebles 

December 13 
9:30 am 

Joy Daebler 
Jean Conradt 

Arnie & Carol 
Kloes 

  Phyllis Peebles 

December 20 
9:30 am 

Bonnie Weyers 
Faith Ehrle 

Ed & Patty  
Lorenz 

Dave Rohrer Mark Mueller Jim & Alice 
Mueller 

December 24 
4:00 pm 

Terry & Jean 
Conradt 

Jim & Alice 
Mueller 

Arnie Kloes Heather Goodacre  

December 24 
7:00 pm 

Glen Peebles 
Dave Klemp 

Al & Ruthann 
Meiers 

Judy Porter Darrel Klemp  

December 27 
9:30 am 

Jim Mueller 
Arnie Kloes 

Dave & Lois 
Rohrer 

Dave Klemp Shelly Klemp Arnie & Carol 
Kloes 

If you would like to help out with any of the above tasks, please call the church office (715-758-8312) and we will add 
your name to the list.  If you are unable to be here on the date you are assigned, please find a replacement.  Thank you. 

 DATE   NAME 
 

 12/08   Rosie Pues 

 12/11   Dean Pues 

 12/13   Nicholas Pues 

 12/13   Lucas Steinbach 

 12/13   Riley Allen 

 12/15   Harley Rindt 

 12/17   Dawn Dingeldein 

 12/18   Faith Ehrle 

 12/23   William Kuhnke Jr. 

 12/23   Garret Beyer 

 12/25   Joseph Hillsberg 

 12/31   Jesses Kauffman 

 12/31   Jarret Hillsberg 

November Benevolence  

went to Institute of  

Lutheran Theology 

 DATE   NAME 

 

 12/01  Wayne Reese 

 12/02  Debbie Hoberg 

 12/02  Julie Wilber 

 12/02  Matthew Hoberg 

 12/02  Lauryn Pues 

 12/02  Ben Weyers 

 12/03  Dylan Mueller 

 12/06  Christopher Pues 



 

C O U N C I L  M I N UT E S  

Ascension Lutheran Church of Navarino 

Council Minutes 

November 15, 2015 
 

Present:  

Darrel Klemp, Lisa Wollenberg, Pastor Marcia Sabin, Dave Rohrer, Al Meiers. 

Absent: Dennis Fuerst, and John Wudtke. 

Guests: Ralph & Jean Mueller, Sue Poole, Arnie, Carol, and Russell Kloes, Glen Peebles. 
 

Devotion & Prayer: President Darrel called the Meeting to Order at 8:02 AM. Ralph Mueller led the group in a brief devotion, and 

Pastor offered a prayer. 
 

Minutes of 10-18-15: Minutes of the Meeting were sent to Council members prior to this meeting. Motion by Wollenberg, second 

by Meiers, and the Minutes were approved as published. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Sabin informed that Council that she had made several visitations since the last meeting. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Dennis was absent but provided the Council with a synopsis of the monthly report. On an annualized basis the 

Congregation is under budget for annual giving. Income over expenses, for the first 10 months of the year, show our income 

$5,152 ahead of expenses. Report approved by Rohrer, second by Wollenberg, and approved by a voice vote.  
 

Committee Reports:   

Call Committee – The Congregation Profile was completed by the Committee. It will be typed and presented to the Council for 

final approval before being sent to Synod. Once received by the Synod it will be reviewed for suggested additions, or changes. 

Then will be circulated to the Pastors in the Synod that are available for call. In addition, it will be sent to all the NALC Pastors 

that may consider a call. Once replies are received they will be forwarded to us for review. This process could take some time. 
 

Old Business: 

Community Dinner & Food Pantry:  Glenn reported that the Community Dinners have been well attended. This month will be 

a traditional Thanksgiving dinner and is prepared by the Food Pantry members. Dave announced that the Food Pantry has 

officially been recognized by Feeding America making it possible to pre-order their food, and to buy at exceptionally 

lower prices.  They also have intentions of replacing an old refrigerator with a new one for better efficiency.  

NALC/NALS Update: Current focus is on Missions, there is also a new publication entitled: “Catechism for the Curious”, 

more information can be obtained on the NALC website (thenalc.org). 

Website: Progress continues. If you have anything you would like to see added, or changes, please contact Heather Goodacre, 

or Darrel Klemp. 

Projects in Progress: Shed-that project is complete except for the concrete approach. Sign- Ralph Mueller gave us some possi-

ble plans. The current location cannot be used because it is in the right of way to the road. Therefore any new sign will be 

relocated and much higher. No action was taken. Carpeting- Darrel has examined several options, and is obtaining one 

more before discussion will take place. Some of the sample pricing is: rolled carpeting ($8,200), carpet tiles ($11,600), 

LVT Planking with rolled carpeting ($ 13,300), and with carpet tiles ($14,700).  

Lawn Mowing- General opinions were that the volunteers worked well and will continue into next year. 

Cleaning Charges/Wedding Policy- A copy of a proposed policy to update the current policy was presented by Dave. All were 

asked to review it for next month’s meeting. 

Interim Pastor- Pastor Sabin has agreed to serve until 1-1-16, or until we no longer need her services. Thanks Pastor. 
 

New Business: 

Amending our Articles of Incorporation – We have been advised that our Articles will need to be amended. Darrel is awaiting 

instructions from Synod. This will affect most NALC congregations in the state. 

NALC Mission District Dean change- we have been notified that District has selected Pastor Craig Nehring as the Dean of our 

District. Pastor is from the Split Rock area. 

Ecumenical Services- We will have our own services this year. They will be held on 12/2, 12/9, and 12/16 all at 7:00 PM. 

Christmas Services will be 12/24 at both 4:00 and 7:00 PM. (NOTE: THE MINUTES REFLECT THE ACTION TAKEN 

AT THE MEETING. HOWEVER, AFTER THE MEETING PRES. DARREL FOUND THERE WERE CONFLICTS 

WITH THE SCHEDULED ADVENT SERVICES – THEREFORE, THE THREE ADVENT SERVICES HAVE BEEN 

CANCELLED.) 

Next Meeting will be December 20, at 8:00 AM. 

Adjournment – Motion by Wollenberg, second by Meiers, and a voice vote closed the meeting at 9:10 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted; 

David Rohrer, Secretary 



If you have something you would like to have included in the 

 “Visitor”, please have the information to the church office by the  

third Sunday of the prior month. 

 
 

C A L L  C O M M I T TEE  M INU T E S 

 



 

V I A  DE  C R I S T O  

 

 

Via de Cristo News 
 

What is Via de Cristo?  It is a Spiritual Growth Opportunity for Christian Renewal. 

 

Come for three days, but change for a lifetime. 

 
Spring weekends are in the planning stages.  If you have never attended a Via de Cristo weekend and are  

interested or just have questions, please contact Kay Fuerst at kayefuerst@gmail.com 

Prayers for our Congregation 
 

The Ascension Champions of Prayer are inviting you to join us in praying for every member 

of our Ascension Family.  Each Sunday a list the names of those you should hold up in prayer 

for the week will be posted in the bulletin.  The power of prayer is amazing and we know we 

will see and feel the love of others on the day we are prayed for.  If you would like to  

submit a special request for you , a family member or friend, please use the form below and 

submit it to Pastor Marcia or Kay Fuerst. 

 
The Champions of Prayer are waiting to pray for your concerns.  If you would 

like to share a confidential prayer request with a small group of fellow  
Christians who are willing and waiting to pray for your concerns, please take  
a moment and let us know how we can help.  Please briefly list your concern, 

request or praise below.  Your request will remain confidential, no need to 
even sign your name.  Place the form in with your offering or give it to Kay 

Fuerst. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

 
 



The next Community Dinner will be  
Wednesday, December 16th. 

at 5:30 PM. 
 

Lasagna, Soup and Rolls will 
 be provided. 

We are asking for donations of  
salads, fruit, vegetables, cheese 
and sausage, Christmas goodies 

(candy and cookies) and desserts. 
 

A sign up sheet is on the table 
 by the library.  

 

For more information contact  
Judy, Glen or Phyllis. 

 

Everyone is welcome  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Focus Items  

for December 2015 

 

 Cereal including oatmeal packets 

 Stuffing/boxed potatoes 

 Canned fruit 
 Juice (no frozen or refrigerated) 
 Laundry or dish soap 

 

The food pantry is also in need of good used 

plastic or paper grocery bags. 

  We also take cash donations 

Thank you for your continued support 

 

C O M M U N I T Y  NE W S  

All are Welcome to the Breakfast Fundraiser 
 

Sunday, December 6th  8:00 am—1:00pm 
 

ALL YOU CARE TO EAT! 
 

Pancakes, French Toast, Scrambled Eggs, Sausage, Ham,  

Muffins/Breads and all the fixings. 
 

St. Mary’s Parish Hall—Bear Creek 
 

Ages 12-65: $8.00 Ages 66+: $7:00 
Ages 5-11: $5.00 Ages 4 and under are free 

 
Proceed for Youth Mission Trip in July 

 
Thanks to sponsors: Hillshire Brands, Kwik Trip and Thrivent 



 

C O M M U N I T Y  NE W S  

“Blessings of Hope” 
 

Thursday, December 17th, 

6:30 pm 

At  

Seymour United  

Methodist Church 

721 Pleasant Way, Seymour 
 

It will be an evening of  

fellowship and prayer.  

The main purpose of the 

program is to help families 

who have lost loved ones 

understand how to cope 

with the upcoming holidays. 
 

Muehl-Boettcher Funeral Home 

and Seymour United Methodist 

Church is co-sponsoring this  

Bereavement Support Program 

Special Visit from Santa 
 

Santa Claus will be  
making a special visit 

to the Navarino-Lessor  
Fire Station  

on 
Saturday, December 19th 

1:30pm-3:30pm 
 

Sponsored by the  
Navarino-Lessor EMS 

Live Music the month of December at 

Cup O’ Joy located at 232 S. Broadway 

St. in Green Bay. 

Performances start at 7:30 pm 
 

December 4th Classic Christmas with 

ANASTASIA LEE , MARK RINGWELSKI and THE 

PEGUERO SISTERS 

December 5th CLOVERTON Christmas 

December 11th Experience the HOPE OF CHRIST-

MAS with MARK SMEBY 

December 12th THE NEVERCLAIM 

December 18th BIG CEDAR BLUEGRASS CHRIST-

MAS 

December 19th RANDY STONEHILL 

December 26 Open Mic. Show begins at 7 pm 
 

See flyer on table by library for more information. 

Christmas:  
Past and Present 

Tune into WRVM 103.7 
to listen to classic specials 

all December.  
and 

Christmas Music week  
December 20-26 



 

C O M M U N I T Y  NE W S  



 

T W A S  T HE  BE G I NN IN G  O F  A DV EN T  

'Twas the beginning of Advent and all through the Church  
Our hope was all dying-- we'd given up on the search.  
It wasn't so much that Christ wasn't invited,  
But after 2,000 plus years we were no longer excited.  
 
Oh, we knew what was coming-- no doubt about that.  
And that was the trouble-- it was all "old hat."  
November brought the first of an unending series of pains  
With carefully orchestrated advertising campaigns.  
 
There were gadgets and dolls and all sorts of toys.  
Enough to seduce even the most devout girls and boys.  
Unfortunately, it seemed, no one was completely exempt  
From this seasonal virus that did all of us tempt.  
 
The priests and prophets and certainly the kings  
Were all so consumed with the desire for "things!"  
It was rare, if at all, that you'd hear of the reason  
For the origin of this whole holy-day season.  
 
A baby, it seems, once had been born  
In the mid-east somewhere on that first holy-day morn.  
But what does that mean for folks like us,  
Who've lost ourselves in the hoopla and fuss?  
 
Can we re-learn the art of wondering and waiting,  
Of hoping and praying, and anticipating?  
Can we let go of all the things and the stuff?  
Can we open our hands and our hearts long enough?  
 
Can we open our eyes and open our ears?  
Can we find him again after all of these years?  
Will this year be different from all the rest?  
Will we be able to offer him all of our best?  
 
So many questions, unanswered thus far,  
As wisemen seeking the home of the star.  
Where do we begin-- how do we start  
To make for the child a place in our heart?  
 
Perhaps we begin by letting go  
Of our limits on hope, and of the stuff that we know.  
Let go of the shopping, of the chaos and fuss,  
Let go of the searching, let Christmas find us.  

We open our hearts, our hands and our eyes,  
To see the king coming in our own neighbors' cries.  
We look without seeking what we think we've earned,  
But rather we're looking for relationships spurned.  
 
With him he brings wholeness and newness of life  
For brother and sister, for husband and wife.  
The Christ-child comes not by our skill,  
But rather he comes by his own Father's will.  
 
We can't make him come with parties and bright trees,  
But only by getting down on our knees.  
He'll come if we wait amidst our affliction,  
Coming in spite of, not by our restriction.  
 
His coming will happen-- of this there's no doubt.  
The question is whether we'll be in or out.  
"Behold, I stand at the door and knock."  
Do you have the courage to peer through the lock?  
 
A basket on your porch, a child in your reach.  
A baby to love, to feed and to teach.  
He'll grow in wisdom as God's only Son.  
How far will we follow this radical one?  
 
He'll lead us to challenge the way that things are.  
He'll lead us to follow a single bright star.  
But that will come later if we're still around.  
The question for now: Is the child to be found?  
 
Can we block out commercials, the hype and the malls?   
Can we find solitude in our holy halls?  
Can we keep alert, keep hope, stay awake?  
Can we receive the child for ours and God's sake?  
 
From on high with the caroling host as he sees us,  
He yearns to read on our lips the prayer: Come Lord Jesus!  
As Advent begins all these questions make plea.  
The only true answer: We will see, we will see.  
   
     J. Todd Jenkins  
     Intentional Pastor  
     First Presbyterian Church  
     Fayettevile, Tennessee  

 



 

T H I S  &  T H AT  

Peanut Butter Cornflake Balls 

 
3/4 cup white Karo Syrup 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
1/2 cup white sugar 
1/2 stick butter 
1 cup Peanut butter 
5-6 cups cornflakes 

 
In a kettle over low medium heat add Karo syrup, both sugars, butter. Stir often until melted. Add 
peanut butter and stir until melted. Take off heat and add cornflakes. Stir until well mixed.  Using a 
small ice cream scoop drop on wax paper. They will set up quickly. 

 

Thank you Phyllis Peebles for this recipe. She states they are so popular she has to make 

a triple batch! 

 

Just a note: I am looking for recipes for future newsletters. 

Church Signs 
 

Some of these are actual signs that were 

posted at churches and some should be 

posted. Thank you to Patty Lorenz for  

providing me this list. 

 

 How do we make holy water? We 

boil the hell out of it! 

 To be also most saved is to be  

totally lost. 



December 2015 
 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 1 
9:00 am-Bible Study 
6:30 pm-Bible Study 
6:30 pm—Exercise 
 
 
 
 

2 

6:30 pm— 
Confirmation 
7:00 pm—Adult 
Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 

3 

6:30 pm—Exercise 

4 
8:00 pm—AA/ 
Alanon@  

5 
 

 

6 Second Sunday of Advent 

8:30 am Small Group Bible Study 
8:30 am Sunday School—
Christmas Program Practice 
9:30 am Worship 
No Praise with Passion  
 

7 
7:30 pm-Dartball 
Seymour  
Lutheran@ 
Ascension 

8 

9:00 am-Bible Study 
10:00 am—Loaves & 
Fishes Bd. Meeting 
6:30 pm-Bible Study 
6:30 pm—Exercise 
 

 

9 

6:30 pm—
Confirmation 
7:00 pm—Adult 
Christmas Program 
Rehearsal 

10 

6:30 pm—Exercise 
 

 

11 

8:00 pm—AA/
Alanon 
 

12 
 

13 Third Sunday of Advent 

8:30 am Small Group Bible Study 
8:30 am Sunday School—
Christmas Program Practice 
9:30 am Worship (Christmas 
Program) 
5:00 pm Fellowship followed by 
6:00 pm Praise with Passion  
 

14 
 

15 

9:00 am-Bible Study 
6:30 pm-Bible Study 
6:30 pm—Exercise 

16  

5-7 pm—Loaves & 
Fishes Distribution 
5:30 pm—
Community Dinner 
6:30 pm—
Confirmation 

17  

1:00 pm—Mary 
Circle @Betty’s 
6:30 pm—Exercise 

18  

8:00 pm-AA/
Alanon @  
 
 

19 
9:00 –11:00 am 
Loaves & Fishes 
Distribution 
 
 
1:00 pm- 
Zuiches Family 
Christmas 

20 Fourth Sunday od Advent 

8:00 am Council Meeting 

8:30 am Small Group Bible Study 
No Sunday School  
9:30 am Worship  
Caroling after Worship 
No Praise with Passion  
 

21 

 

22 
9:00 am-Bible Study 
6:30 pm-Bible Study 
6:30 pm—Exercise 

23 

No Confirmation 

24 

4:00 pm-Christmas 
Eve Worship 
7:00 pm-Christmas 
Eve Worship 

25 
8:00 pm—AA/
Alanon 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS 

26  
 

27 First Sunday of Christmas 

8:30 am Small Group Bible Study 
No Sunday School  
9:30 am Worship  
No Praise with Passion  
 
 
 
 

28 
 

29 
9:00 am-Bible Study 
6:30 pm-Bible Study 
6:30 pm—Exercise 

30 
No Confirmation 

31   


